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Abstract — Considering the influence of school, family,
friends in career choices, the research was condect with
800 students enrolled in public and private schoolm the city
of Curitiba, Brazil. Quantitative variables were campared by
using the T-test for independent samples after theonference
of the normality assumptions (Lilliefors Test) and
homoscedasticity (Levene test). In all statisticaksts, we used
a 0.05 significance level (p <0.05). The results shed that
young people care more about school education thawith the
family constitution. In public schools, there are Igher
expectations about work, and in private schools, #re is
greater influence of the family. In the constructia of projects
of life is fundamental analisar the influence of emnomic
status in career choices.
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|. INTRODUCTION

It is important to reflect on the necessity of pabl
policies that allow conditions for the adolescertts
develop their projects of life with equality of hig in
different scholarly contexts. Brazil has a popuwlatof 60
million youth under eighteen years old. According t
Instituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisas Educaision
Anisio Teixeira, this number represents the regfistn of
50.545.050 students: 83.5% in public schools an&%6
in private schools (11).

From a theoretical matrix of historical social
psychology, it is possible to understand adolessasa
part of the life of the subjects inserted in adnistal and
cultural totality that represents a society or &c#jic
social reality. The reality must be the bottom lare& the
arrival point of psychology if it aspires to beeehnt and
to be faithful to its role as a social scienceatfdition, it
cannot be apart from an idealistic reductionism eamthot
abandon the firstness of things imposed for its oweight
(20). In this regard, the young people and thedjgmts of
life and future represent the reality of their o
experiences, whether in public or private schoalthBare
influenced by the social and cultural conditionstlogir
time.

It is during adolescence that the confrontation og

important issues happens in the life of a persatuding
the taking of responsibility and the pursuit of th
achievement of personal goals. The choices thdtbeil
made: taste, lifestyle, leisure, study, and wokklzased on
different relationships that are woven throughd life
of the subjects. In this context, the project de lis
structured, and it consists of identity and anttipy

behavior (4). Behaviors are concerned about showi

the reduction of poverty, Brazilian society remagme of
the most unequal society in the world. The acqoisibf
their worldview ends up being a product of thesemlex

i
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interpersonal relationships that will culminate twithe
main objectives and career choices that manifesheir
life projects.

The project of life makes known personal and social
identity in relation to the adolescents’ temporghamics
and future development possibilities (6). Therefates
understandable as a number of essential dimengichg
life a person. It is an ideal model of what theivilal
expects or wants to be and do, defining his refatigp
with the world and with himself. The dynamics okth
senses and in the projects of life and future, ethare
multiple procedural and complex historical face®. (
Therefore, one cannot refer in a single and absalahse
about the job, but the sense delineates an intatjme of
the relationship between human beings and theildwor

The World Health Organization (WHO) considers the
adolescence period as the one between approximately
and twenty years of age. In Brazil, the Statut€bildren
and Adolescents (ECA) considers adolescence the age
group between twelve and eighteen years of agethayd
have been considered a reference since 1990 for the
creation of laws and programs that ensure thegighthis
population. Historical social psychology considéhat
specific limits on adolescence cannot be imposed that
this term corresponds to a social classificaticat traries
both in its composition and in its implications.

Although handled differently depending on the atu
context of each individual, these changes that pddee in
adolescence are recognized and produce experi¢émaes
cause new demands on the environments of adolascent

The adolescent is a human being inserted in readity
which each person, while producing history and ding
society, is built and modified by it (14). The aesdent
expresses himself/herself through language, anthis
language he/she conveys the effective componentiseor
historical and social aspects of his thoughts asihber
oject of life.

In these aspects that the representations regathing
future perspective bring issues to the dialectat thvolve
the inclusion and exclusion from the social inedyal
resent in Brazilian social reality (18). Thinkeducation
s a gateway for individuals to social participatiand
competition (17). In addition, the influence of extal

educational agents (parents, teachers, peers, glegists,

counselors, etc.) in the construction of such pland
achievements play a major role in the career dmtssof
the adolescents (5).

It is during adolescence that the individual inémthe
construction of his/her project of life (14). Thisoject is

T ; s Nfhderstood as a set of desires, aims, predictiang,
significance and are recognized as autonomous. ilBesp,,

ategies. The project is essential, and it idt lmni the
relationship of the individual with the society which
he/she interacts in a continuous and dynamic psooés
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reconstruction of social representations. This tanton statistics the distribution of frequencies of the tgroups

is necessarily interconnected to the project &f &f each were compared. They were analyzed using the Chi-

individual including the vision he/she has ofSquared Test for independence. The quantitativiables

himself/herself, of his/her qualities, and whatshe/wants were compared using the T-test for independent Emmp

to achieve. after the conference of the presuppositions of madityn
Several studies were conducted in order to ideihiifyy  (Lilliefors Test) and homoscedasticity (Levene )tebt all

students construct their expectations for the &u(9,17, statistical tests, we used a significance leveD®&5 (p

14, 7). Among these studies, some of the problems.05).

identified were the confrontation of new adolescent

responsibilities and fantasies about an ideal psidmal Ill. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
future while the adolescent is not fully aware bkt
difficulties of insertion in the JOb market. Thlmplled It is believed that the pub“c school and pr|vmem)|

correlation between the motivation and the constsnoof environments are marked by social and cultural

expectations in which lack of motivation projectsw! differences. Observations of standards, rules nélaot in
perspectives of future; and therefore, low expémtat |earning, and how the school deals with projectifefare
likewise generate feelings of low motivation (5). complex processes. Certain ambitions or hopes @ th
The education system must have visibly high qualit¥ourse of social processes are marked by behastiosen
education. There is strong evidence that sociairoris by individuals (3). Therefore, the choices in potgeof life
tied to school performance, that is, the best stt&dén are marked by continuous confrontations with parent
each school are those with higher levels of cultaral friends, and other social influences. We shouldo als
intellectual capital (19).Thus, this study aimecttonpare consider that humans beings make their own histouy,
the expectations of projects of life among adolescedo not make it under circumstances of their chdioe
students in public and private schools in the @y ynder those circumstances that are faced diretir
Curitiba in Parana on the aSSUmption that theslmms choices are given and transmitted from the past ('n_mS
manifest differently depending on the school coniex way, the different social circumstances allow sbcia
which the student exists. experiences that reflect guidance and career advice
Modernity brought adolescents plenty of choices,
[I. METHOD making it seem like we live in a free world whereople
can make mistakes constantly and choose anything or
To historic social psychology, the school produceshange their minds at any moment (20). However, to
subjectivity. For Vygotsky, there is a relationshigtween perceive youth as a moment lived homogeneously that
human beings and their physical and social enviertm marks the exit from childhood and the entrance into
(21). The individual-society connection can only bedulthood is to ignore the historical and cultuw@hditions
understood as an inherent connection to anotheerwidof the members of this category (20). Therefore,muest
connection between the individual and generality. (1consider that the autonomy of the youth for theireer
Thus, we believe that the school context is camstit as a choices is conditioned to contextual and complex
legitimate observation space of research because diterminations.
influences the construction of subjectivities. Postmodernism is the era of the temporary and the
After previous contact with the educational indtdns decentralized. It is a specific historical periodwhich, to
and the appropriate authorizations of the coordisabf see the world as contingent, free, diverse, unstabl
public and private schools in the city of Curitibag unpredictable, a set of cultures or interpretatiom
sought to investigate the links between the lifejguts of united, and so generating a certain degree of iskapt
children from public schools and private school® Mged about the objectivity of truth, history, and thelesiin
the quantitative method to look for similarities dan relation to the idiosyncrasies and identities afisistency
differences between the two groups and also coregide (8). If Postmodernism brought with it some speecias
different influences in projects of life such ashaal, illusory identities for youth, then the responsilil
family, friends, jobs, and financial conditions. erh acquired by the possibility of identification che&cmakes
researchers invited individuals to participate, @hdse the youth responsible for his/her own products efedts.
who accepted signed the ICF (free Informed Conseifhe present society is no longer governed by aeesgent
Form) and were given a questionnaire. That data w#sat relates to a common root based on the soociztkxt
guantitatively analyzed, and the results will besented and the episodic character of individual life oljezs (3).
later in tables and graphs. We worked with a sangple  Adolescents from both public schools and private
800 adolescent students, boys and girls aged betweschools have high expectations regarding the prajéc
thirteen and nineteen, from two public schools and life. The analysis dimensions mainly relate to shkool as
private schools in order to identify possible erigt a preparation for entering the adult world and jhie
concerns about the future and to analyze influerafes market. In this sense, the priority concern of yppeople
economic status, the family, and school in the tanSon is the future and how they can prepare for it while
of their projects of life. The collected data wasdrted in school. On the other hand, the family constitutionthe
SPSS system, and it was submitted to a process fafure does not appear as a priority. The famistiiation
descriptive statistical analysis. After the dediv@p is not the same anymore. Moral values have changdd
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the youth concern with family creation has alsongjeal.
The conducts of the projects are revealed cultural
context that may cause misuse of the ization
processes {4 This means not having a family cot
become a new ideal of youth.

However, significant differences exist in the catégs
of jobs in which students of private and public cals
have expections. We can see this in F 1.0.

m publica

M privada

Fig. 1.0Expectation of adolescents regarding the cai
in their Projects of Lif

Therefore, the identity behaviors of these youngpje
bring meaning to their actions. The group of pubtbool
students concern themselves with not repeating
trajectory of their parents. Thus, project cultunesislate
the mentality of the concerned pdastlustrial society t
find its legitimacy on drafting its own initiativesr
attitudes practiced occasionally (4).

In doing so, the human essence is a social hisic
product, not biological, and needs to be apprediated
objectified for every man throughout his life incgety. It
is thus becoming a social and historical being thaatec
the sense of humiy in the singular man. The privi-
universal dialectical relationship is fundamentalnd
therefore, it is also fundamental that one can rstded
the complexity of universality that is realized the
singularity (1).

With regard to the main influens®ver adolescents, tl
school and family together play a fundamental moltheir
choices for their life projects.i@umstances in the famil
school, and community may be motivating and justif
the choices that the adolescents min regard to their
futures (19%. That is, a situation of helplessness aboul
future can arise if the school and family do nosipion
themselves to help the youth in the constructiortheir
project of life. Educational policies should seelcteate ¢
balance.

On a sale of zero to ten, we seek to evaluate
influence of family in the decisions of the lifegpect. An
average of 71.9% of public school students, ve8u3%
of students in private schools, are highly impadigdhis
influence. Therefore, we can s#®t this high influenc
occurs more in private school students. Altho
adolescents used to talk about their future intsresth
family first, many adolescents have turned to
consulting their friads. This can be seen in F1.1.
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Fig. 1.1Adolescents that chat with friends about ti
Project of Life intention

Other concerns that appeared with the profess
future are related to finances. The difference betwthe
students appears regarding the financial indepemdq
with which adoéscents from public schools have hig
concern. This is seen in Fif.2.

Privada

160

Publica

170 180 190 200 210

Fig. 1.2 Concern about financial independe

The school learning is important in this processhaf
construction of the life project. Moreover, wherked
about the influencef economic status in the choices t
the students make in their life projects, more gqe
school students admitted to being confident in rt
choices because their economic si. This is illustrated in
Fig.1.3.
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Fig. 1.3 Influence of economic coitions in the choices of
the Project of Lifi
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The differences found in expectations among stwdent Regarding school

from public and private schools occur in culturahtext.
Deviations emerge in the processes of idealizatiahare
as follows: delusions (poorly educated young peayie
create a reality front of a quick and artificiallyealized
future); hypomania (individuals and organizatiorow
themselves susceptible to the actions leading ®
construction of new projects that face the existent
escape to the non-existent); mimicry (actors ofviones
made projects rather than taking into account it& o
uniqueness); narcissism (mimicry that reduces tiogept
to an exact copy of an induced obligation not tgkimo
consideration the individual uniqueness); technicklg
obsession (imposition of preparing techniques, .@atan
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and family influences in the
construction of life project, all students undengftuences
from both contexts. The different behaviors are dhes
that bring meaning to the actions of young peogle At
this stage of their lives, they enter into an isfea search
for distinctions and a quest toward personal deuisi
timaking.

When relating with whom the young people spoke to
about the construction of their life projects, theras a big
difference between students. The data revealsgailsirity
of family participation in the decisions made byupg
people from private schools. It can be said thainfthe
perception of young people, they talk more withirthe
parents about their career choices and their fudtogcts.

tables, organization charts, and others, in whibke t This is quite different from the group of young p&o

creative imagination is subverted in order to caftage
the need for uncertain management);

from public schools who say they do not talk toirthe

technologicphrents about their plans.

subjection (projects with vague concepts generatingWhen questioned about how each youth group

complexities); and utopic deviation (the regulataxgion

constructs projects of life and what allows thenfiatte or

of the project becomes pure abstraction and tunts i not face their daily life obstacles in pursuit dfeir

promises) (4).

The concern with financial independence could bkfe

influenced by the traditional way of life of theudent. It
can generate individuals with anti-project and with
project (4). Without the possibility of financialise,
aspirations coming from higher financial resoursesl the
fate of many students from public schools.

The project of life choices are essential to thaviidual
as a social being. Understanding for an individualns
he/she can aim himself/herself at an exact pogyilaihd,
through the project of life, keep that possibilifyen (4).

The current concerns in the context of civilizatiare
characterized by appropriation, monopolization, oyl

personal achievements, youth concerns in theieptsjof
relate to the following: obtaining financial
independence, being able to achieve personal gaatb,
making good choices. In this respect, there igaifstant
difference between students in financial independen
Adolescents from public schools have revealed atgre
concern. Such concern with financial independermédc
be influenced by the social position of their faraind the
way of life of their parents.

What is common between the students of both sch®ols
the fact that they have some expectations regartting
project of life and the importance of educationgémeral,
both groups believe that school and education ssergial

through discharged knowledge and consumed objecteols to achieve their goals. The research showed n
These are contrasted by social differences betwesignificant gender differences between boys ants gir

students from public and private schools. Studemts
forced to choose to ambiguous projects directeth lmt
subsistence and to impossible ideals (4).

V. CONSIDERATIONS

their construction of their projects of life. Comingy age,
adolescents over sixteen years old are more coedern
with establishing priorities in their projects, aey claim
to undergo less influence of the family. Both paldind
private school students under the age of sixteansyeld
generally reveal a desire for autonomy and findncia

When comparing the expectations of projects of liféndependence.

among adolescent students in public and privateashn
the city of Curitiba, Brazil, it was considered tththe
school context constitutes itself as a space fegarch and
constitution of subjectivities. In this sense, thehool
environment contrasts the multiple manifestatiorfs
social differences present between students frobiiqu
and private schools. However, their life projectd &uture
possibilities are ambiguous. Objectively, this stag life

With regard to construction of the life projectg thublic
school students believe mostly that school readgnab
influences the projects. Yet for students from aigv
schools, this influence is exercised by the schalohg
gvith the family. Both groups of young people do hate
concerns with having a family, or the data did reteal
the significance of this item for young people. d&nts
from both public schools and private schools beligvthe

could produce feelings of insecurity, heIpIessnesH}ﬂuence of education in their professional futuoe

loneliness, and anxiety about their life expectascind
future.

believe that through education they can construngtéer
future.

During the research' a major concern of young mop] It was observed that the economic status had great

from public schools about their future jobs waserhed.
This greater concern with the job is a referencetpiat
directly effects life expectancy and the future ymiuth

influence in the projects of life of the studeritsthe case
of private school students, they already have more
resources to pursue their projects, therefore, tagythe

who have an unfavorable economic condition. Soci@&conomic condition of their parents provides theithw

differences produce objective and subjective caoust of
differentiation between groups of young people.

better career choices. The schools’ teachers acultya
members who do not have access to information en th
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parents of the students point out that the economi¥d] Paul, Jean-Jacques, & Barbosa, Maria Ligia de (éiv¢2008).

conditions of the parents do not influence the estis! %‘;”dade docente e eficacia escolar. Tempo Sa), 119-
career Ch0|Ce_5- The objective of seeking fln?”C'q\JzO] Vargas Gil Souza, Carmem Zeli. (2004). Juventude e
independence is more relevant for the youth frorlipu contemporaneidade: possibilidades e limites. Ultiéeada,
schools than for the youth of private schools. 12(20), 47-69.

This research allowed us to find that the schoal arf?ll  Vygotsky, L. (2000). Pensamento e Linguagem. S&oloPa
Martins Fontes.

family must stand together to help the youth in thgy  yygotsky, L. (2003). A formagéo social da mente s2enento.
construction of the projects of life. By doing thikey can S&o Paulo: Martins Fontes.

help avoid a sense of helplessness and insecinityt &he

future. The school should propose to expand thAUTHORS' PROFILES
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