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The refusal to take sides on great moral issuesisdf a
decision. It is a silent acquiescence to evil. Thagedy of our
time is that those who still believe in honesty ldick and
conviction, while those who believe in dishonesty full of
passionate conviction.

Fulton Sheen
Beauty will save the world.
Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Abstract — This article addresses the relationship between
art and disability; in doing so it highlights the role of
Christianity in general and Catholicism in particular as the
great benefactor of the disabled. Special attentions also
given to the possibility of disabled people becomin
professional and successful artists. In times likeurs, when so
many people prefer to hear and read half-truths andies than
to face truth and reality as they are, political corectness has
become the one that pulls the strings. Given thatNature is
the realm of freedom”, as Alexander von Humboldt ore
said, | do hope my comments on art and disability W be of
utility for those interested in Disability Studies;and in doing
so, | also hope it can contribute for facilitatingthe entry of
the disabled — be he artist or not — in the job mdeet in
general.
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I. A HISTORY OF ABSENCE

Reality is always wider than our data about it. icve
the case of a grain of sand, and no matter theoappr
taken, a full understanding is impossible for ust-alone
a delivery in full of the meanings and interpreins
contained in this little reality’s portion. That tlke reason
why a complete history is a history that has ndween
told nor written and will never be. Notwithstandiritg
unguestionable merits, Richard Overgemplete History

las deficiencias(Antonio Leén Aguado Diaz, Spain),
Lesmusiciensaveuglesdansl’histoire (Louis  Ciccone,
France), A epopéia ignorada. A pessoa deficient na
historia do mundo de ontem e de h¢&to Marques da
Silva, Brazil) —, yet they are all doomed to beoimplete,
which is obviously the case with this article; ither
words, all those writings are deficient(ldefficiens:“not
having enough of something that is important or
necessary),a denomination that might be used as a
synonym for “impaired”, “handicapped”, “disabledhé
many other terms connected with the issue in questi

Il. DISABILITY , SUFFERING IN GENERAL AND
CATHOLICISM

Suffering does not provide enough explanation at a
purely human level; one has to accept it as a myste
beyond comprehension and turn it over to God, wa® h
no obligation to justify His plans for dsAs for the causes
of suffering, be it moral or physical, we can riestthem
to just two:the loss of something we had, or the lack of
something we would like to have; hence the rule:l#ss
demands we have and the smaller they are, therdiose
true happiness we gewWe all know that “Physical or
mental abnormalities, congenital deformities, tratim
amputations, serious illnesses and disabling caresens,
be they temporary or permanent , are as old as hityna
itself”.% In pre-historic times,

It is almost certain that a pre-historical childribvavith
deformities or appearing extremely weak would hagen
eliminated in some way, either in that she seetoddck
the basic requirements for surviving on her ownowimng
to beliefs that linked disability to evil spiritgleities of
punishment, or even in view of utilitarian reaséns.

of the Worldis a labour of Sysiphus. It is impossible to 1he same cultural practices that lead to discritiona

write a complete history of any subject whatsoewauch
less the world as a whole. History is a modest®eagein

or even to annihilation of the weak (be he disap$éck or
just undesirable) can emerge in the most diversiiital

which doubts very often outnumber certainties, an@nd geographical contexts: from ancient GreeceRamde

exceptions defy rules. Historians’ accounts arepest,
tiny tips of icebergs, most of which will alwaysnmain
submerged in the depths of the past. This is evane tnue
for a history of a phenomenon like disability, wheyaps
are legion and reliable data are like a drop ofewat the
desert.

It is about a history of absence. Historical boaks
disability do exist and some of them are absolutedyth
reading — to name but a fewer Krippel. Ethnologia
passionais humana@laus Miller, Germany),.os ciegos
em lahistoria(JesusMontoso Martinez, SpaiH)storia de

(Plato, Spartans in General, Seneca) t8' 2éntury’s
Ghana and Westerns supporters of euthanasia,
examples are legioh.Defender of functionalism (“the

the

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/deficient consulted
September 12, 2015; see also FREUND 1866, p. 748.

2 See, for instance, SHEEN 1958, p. 242 ff.

® MARQUES DA SILVA 1987, p. 21.

4 1dem, p. 37.

® “The popular support (for assisted suicide) iotenl in disability

discrimination. It's rooted in the idea that lifétiva disability is a fate
worse than death™, Amy Hasbrouck told The Cath&iegister during a
break at the Euthanasia Symposium 2013 in Toro)fBEHADENBERG
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belief that what defines human persons is what @y humanity in general — owes to the Catholic Church.
and cannot do”), the Australian ethicist Peter 8ingent Reasons for such disregard are many. Some of them a
so far as suggesting, in 1993, that “no newbornulshbe simple, others not; they range from ignorance, eang
considered a person until 30 days after birth dvad the presumption to ingratitude, personal resentmends b
attending physician should kill some disabled bslme faith. “Hospitals, social assistance, care fordisable and
the spot™ In Canada — a country that espouses religioicharitable activity in the West — if not in the Wbk are
pluralism, thus (so far) a non-Muslim country —, $lms  all catholic inventions. The extend and important¢hat
have already been imposing their own discriminataigs dynamism became clearer when it was extinguished.
against non-Muslims, seen by them as non-humans Sixteenth-century England is an eloquent example.
whom only three options ought to be given: Islanh-s Supported by his protestant fellows and apparedrilen
citizenship (i.e.,dhimmitude in practice = slavery) or by greed, King Henry VIII “suppressed the monasteri
death’Indeed, as Jacques Barzun used to say, “Politicand confiscated their property, distributing it mtck-
correctness does not legislate tolerance; it onfjanizes bottom prices to men of influence within his realth”
hatred.” Although a Canadian by birth, 21 yearsAldtin  Persecution against the Catholics (in particulaegps,
Lewis “has been rejected for subsidized housing ahit monks and nuns) provoked the decline of Catholiciism
on Merton Street, in the city of Toronto, where hiEngland, the corollary of which was the disappeegaof
currently lives, because he is not Muslim. Lewistomues all those typical Catholic benefits. The entire plation of
to look for a place to live®. the Kingdom was affected; the lack of hospitalssialo

A handicap Viz, a disability, an impairment, a assistance, care for the disable and charitableitsict
deficiency etc.) usually denotes the lack of somnetlthat caused frustration, which led to popular anger,civhied
should exist in a living body in a certain placelamder to popular rebellion, such as the Pilgrimage ofGnace*?
certain conditions that we catiormal —yet it does not.  More than one century after the end of King Hentl-V
Something important is missing in somebodyElizabethan era, Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), thaagh
philosophically speaking, disability tends to belimled himself a Catholic but “ever awake to the calls of
into the philosophical category abn-being (Sometimes, humanity”, had the courage to put that
deficiency manifests itself through an excess ofiesthing
undesirable: a hump, hyperdactyly [a congenitalsjda} It has now been fashionable, for near half a
anomaly in humans, cats and dogs, and that corisists  century, to defame and vilify the house of Stuart,
having supernumerary fingers or toes] etc.). Arcien and exalt and magnify the reign of Elizabeth.
philosophers, namely Plato and Aristotle, tendedind The Stuarts have found few apologists; for the
justifications for condemning disabled people to dead cannot pay for praise, and who will,
exposition of even death. Following the teachingsl a without reward, oppose the tide of popularity?
steps of Jesus, early Christians outperformed “the Yet there remains still among us, not wholly
reciprocal hospitality that had prevailed in anti€meece extinguished, a zeal for truth, a desire of
and the family-orientated obligations of the Romiais establishing right in opposition to fashith.
doing so, they catered to “particular groups maaliged
by poverty, sickness and ageThey inaugurated the All of these issues lead us to focus on the scedall
systematic practice of charity in the West — if motthe Golden Rul€'One should treat others as one would like
world —, and this revolutionary attitude must havduded others to treat oneself; one should treait others in ways
the acceptance, the social inclusion and integratb that one would nolike to be treated”.), a moral principle
disabled people in general, who obviously belongethe that acts as a counterweight to thev of the Jungf; the
group of the underprivileged, which presuppose@olden Rulds something already existent among ancient
impoverishment, discrimination, prejudices of alhds peoples (notably Egyptians, Mesopotamians, Jews,
and even abandonment. As medical historian Fieldifghinese, Jews, Indians, Persians and Greek), aad th
Garrison points out, before the time of Christ,e“thpirit Christians brought to perfection both in theory and
towards sickness and misfortune was not one g@factice (see, for instance, Luke 6: 31).
compassion, and the credit of ministering to human
suffering on an extended scale belongs to Chrisfial’ 1 \oops, ar. 2012, p. 183.

Most of today's globalized world thinkers and ausho **See
tend to ignore’ despise or even deny the rea“tyhef https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AntiCatholicism_in_eéhUnited Kingdom

T - consulted December 14, 2015.
measureless debt the Western civilization — lemelo 1 BOSWELL 1999, p. 180 and 182.

14 “The law of the jungle is an expression that me@very man for
himself’, ‘anything goes’, ‘need of the sole outgles the need of the

2013, consulted October 14, 2015; see alsgnany’, ‘survival of the strongest’, ‘survival of ehfittest’, ‘kill or be
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disability_in_Ghanarsulted October 14, killed’, ‘dog eat dog’ and ‘eat or be eaten’. Ti@xford English
2015; and AGUADO DIAZ 1995, p. 33 ff). Dictionary defines the Law of the Jungle as ‘the code of isahin
5 KLUSENDORF 2009, consulted November 15, 2015. jungle life, now usually with reference to the supety of brute force or

’ See, for instance, IBN KHALDUN 2008, |, 2. For sesowho want to go  self-interest in the struggle for survival’. Itasso known as jungle law or
a little deeper on the complicity of Canada, Euremel the West in frontier justice. The phrase was used in a poenRbgyard Kipling to
general with Islamic ideology, see BAT YE'OR 20p4,155 et passim.  describe the obligations and behavior of a wol&ipack. However, this

8 MADONIK 2015, consulted November 15, 2015. use of the term has been overtaken in popularity the other
° RISSE 1999, p. 19. interpretations above'h{tps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of the jungle
1 GARRISON 1914, p. 118. consulted December 14, 2015).
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I1l. D ISABILITY AND ART only ones to have in the whole animal kingddmman
hands were given to us 2,5 million years ago ansai$
D|Sab|||ty is a universal phenomenon: far from [gpm thanks to them that we could start to transformesanto

something exclusive of mankind, it may affect alirg tools and so on: the doors were opened for thacation
beings, since it stems from the vulnerability d¢ litself. ©f objects (initially purely functional, subsequignt
Mutual assistance in case of disability can be ofese functional and aesthetic, and at a later stagegelpur
among certain anima]sy e.g., cetaceans — what alleAto aesthetiC). NOtWithStanding, a man without hands who
say that theSolden Rulds not a privilege of ours; it does cannot use them due to paralysis or similar diseases
exist, here and there along with the sab@w of the still a man. He not only is able to fabricate arsd this
Jungle within the animal kingdom. Art, on the other handOWn tools, but he can also enjoy and create artifjects,

is something that only human beings are able tolyme aesthetically speaking. This is precisely the cas¢he
and enjoy_ Origina”y, “art” means any kind of huma Irish drawer, painter and writer Chrlsty Brown (293
intervention in Nature which results in a produbatt 1981)and a myriad or other artists, the most teterind
Nature alone is not capable of producing; aesttuetitext famous of whom belonging to the Association of Mout
comes later, very later. In this sense, a pre-tisstool is and Foot Painting Artists of the World (MFPA)
as much artistic as a Vincent van Gogh’s canvas Ma (Vereinigung der Mund- und Fussmalenden Kinstler,
the on|y ||V|ng being Wh@reates Stricﬂy Speaking_ Many VDMFK), founded and first chaired by the Liechtensteiner
other animals can build their own dwelling, and reveArnulf Erich Stegmann(1912-1984) in 1958vith regard
fabricate and use tools for their own purposes (egs, 10 Christy’s left foot, he himself wrote that “Myehrt gave
elephants, cetaceans, canines, bears, beavergtspar@ leap of pure joy. (...)The rest of me was useless,
owls, gulls, crows, ravens, cephalopods and evWorthless, and that one limb, my left foot, was try
insect$®. Yet all of their works are inscribed in a veryworkable thing in my whole body".

limited range of possibilities: a beaver will nevsuilt a ~ Considered by the New Zealander expert Marc
beehive, neither will a bee built a beaver damnanmal Alexander as “one of the most remarkable men tHe 20
conditions beavers and bees do not even have thermg ~ century produced”, Erich Stegmann was affected by
choosing between building and not building. Theg aiPolio; he was

compelled by Nature to act just as they do— fulpsfTheir ~ Porn deprived of the use of hands and built a ssfoe

works are nothing more than natural extends of tein ~ career in Germany as a painter who painted with his
bodies. mouth. ( ... ) Erich Stegmann travelled around vlueld

Of course, human works can also be seen as a b¢Seeking artists who “could not use their hands” wadted

extension of ours. The crucial point is that theseks are t0 accompany him in his dream of creating an omgion
not necessarily connected neither with feedingenied that granted them independence through sellingr thei
nor reproduction — in one word, wisurvival the basic Works:
goal of every living being. In their broad senské oln Stegmann’s own words,
complements of Nature that Nature itself does not What difference does it make how a picture is [eaifit
produce, technical (derived from the Greek wakethng A painter does not mean only a pair of hands —diet®
= “art”), i.e., artistic (derived from the Latin wsb“ars’ = from his heart what his eyes see... Pictures are like
“art”) products — contrary to what Aristotle, Orteg Gas children who leave home. Nobody asks them whetiesr t
set and philosophers in general use to say —atidppear father has lost a foot or an afth.
together with man; our first ancestors are seveltiomi Disabled artists are victorious in at least twosssn of
years old, yet during more than four million yeahs pre- having overcome the difficulties inherent in didipias
historical man did act on Nature as a modifyingrage well as in art.
physiological, anatomic and neurologic conditions
prevented him from being a tool maker, let aloneadist IV. NATURE: REALM OF FREEDOM
— in the aesthetic sense, as H@mo Sapiens sapiensll
be, at least since the last 40.000 ye¥ertainly, our  Vision and hearing are the aesthetic senses par
cousin, theHomo neanderthalensisvas not indifferent to excellence, as the Greeks have correctly sfétaijring
beauty; evidence of deliberate decoration and atisth the High Middle Ages, Saint Thomas Aquinas wenfaso
intention in his objects testifies in favour ofghhesis; a as to consider the act of seeing as a metonymyef t
neanderthalianflute, 45.000 years old, supports the samgesthetic phenomenon as a whole. Beautiful things,
conclusior’)

According the pre-Socratic philosopher Anaximanaofer
Miletus, man can be defined as animal provided with *° See ALEXANDER 1995, p. 7 et passim; and TOVAE litral, p. 28

8 ; : passim. As for Stegmann’s motherland, “Blink grmadi might miss
hands" Indeed, hands, properly said, are a glﬂ we are ﬂf echtenstein: the pocket-size principality is soal (...) that a cross-

country run really means across the whole counfZVITON et alii

2005, p. 735).
® See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tool_use by animalconsulted 2° BROWN 1998, p. 123.
December 14, 2015. 2L ALEXANDER 1995, p. 7.
6 See LEAKEY 1997, p. 30 et passim. 2 STEGMANN et alii sd, p. 4-5; see also G ANZAROLIDE
7 See EDWARDS 2013, p. 256; and SCHRENK & MULLER 20p. OLIVEIRA 2007, p. 123 et passim.
101 et passim. 2 Cited by ALEXANDER 1995, p. 7.
18 See ARISTOTLE ndi§e partibus animalium IV, 10. 2 gee, for instance, PLATO nHlippias Majo), 298d sq.
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according to the Scholastic giant, are “those wiilgase freedoni®, with regard to usdomines sapientes sapientes
when they are seen’pulchrasunt quae visa placefit nothing can be more anti-natural than politicalreomess
Circa nine hundred years before, Saint Augustinetweand the suppression of free-speech upon whictcirised
much further: sensibility as a whole was metaplatisic out as such.

turned into a visual matté?.On the eve of Modernity,

Alexander von Humboldt said that “The eye is thgaor V. WORK AND DISABILITY

of the Weltanschauurig?’ Such claims are irrefutable;

their foundations stem from physiology: in norma |ssues like ability (and inability) to work havewalys
conditions, no less than 80% of our knowledge @& ttpeen delicate throughout history. In contemporgnéitey
world we live in Originate from the visual cortex —have become Criticai, given, among other thing$ th
assuming, of course, that “Nothing is in the irgetlwhich  search for a precise definition fdisability, along with the
was not first in the Sense%&.Yet, it is pOSSible to cite a growing awareness that “being disabled dos not mean
Significant number of artists who triumphed ovee th being unable” (that is to say: a burden” for the|ety in
absence of either one superior sense or even fbotiem.  generalthere is not even a single case in which a person —
Giants like Goya and Beethoven, who became deak@r be her able or disabled — can be of some greaitwﬁbr
Milton and Antonio de Cabezo6n, who became blind, Cherself and the otherss the Basque author Narciso Irala
not require further clarification; but let us aleot forget ysed to highlight in his essays and conferencesnarthe
names like those of the French sculptor Louis V(d8B1- \world some decades adblt is high time to give due
1892), who lost his sight due an eye disease atetfan  scholarly attention to such subjects and to sparefforts

his youth, and the North American writer Hellen I€el g change pictures such as this described in tissape
(1880-1968), who was both blind and deaf. that follows:

Being disabled does not forcibly mean to b An estimated 386 million of the world's working-age
unable from the ancient philosopher Didimus to the peopie have some kind of disab”ity, says the hdgonal
contemporary scientist Stephen Hawking, a myriad (| abor Organization (ILO). Unemployment among the
examples prove this rule. Certain autists — nN(persons with disabilities is as high as 80 per aesbme
withstanding their mental and social handicap —gited  countries. Of the some 70 million persons with biiiges
with extraordinary musical talent. The North Amenc jn |ndia, only about 100,000 have succeeded iniwioig
Thomas Wiggins (1849-1908), aka “Blind Tom”, i”employment in industry’
addition to being blind, was also a slave and nent The deeper we delve into this still largely unknown
handicapped (as an adult, his lexical asset nexereeled ocean called “disability”, the more issues emeggej the
one hundred words); on the other hand, he was @dgyo more we study such issues, the more complex betioene
on the piano: at the age of four, he could playmfro questions concerning the disabled and the moréculiff
memory a Mozart's sonata he just listened; six y@ddl, pecomes to find satisfactory answers for them. it
he improvised; seven, he gave his first concertitatie the case, one can never avoid the fact that emmgoym
could play 5.000 musical pieces by ear, since,dblmd, plays one of the most important parts of the welfand
he could not read music; he is now regarded asugistic  rehabilitation of the disabled. Widening and divgisg
savant’ opportunities for the disabled is not a favour sbeiety in

Any investigation on disable people is, first of @ahd general does for the disabled; it is about a ty tiirh and
most of all, an investigation on man, and any iigaion to herself, since there is no disabled human beinyg,
on man is, necessarily, an investigation on Igelft Some matter how severe his disability is, that cannot be
thirty years ago, Professor Dietmar Todt, the regut rehapilitated, thus becoming socially useful in ayvor
behavioural biologist, wrote a book that stresses 0gnother.
inevitable dependence on life, as well as the irsipdgy Derived from the Greek wor@rgon “work” refers
of our eXiSting ina place where there is no :iﬁeﬂdeed, Origina”y to our Capacity of producing Somethin*tui
we are social beings, as Aristotle stated more 8800 for us our fellow meri® As any other kind of work, work
years agd. Yet we are far from being the only living of art is the fruit of the effort and capacity for proéhg;
beings that live in society; several other aninfebave in that gravitate within the same semantic consteltati
the same wajGiven that nature is the realm ofcreated by the concept whork As any other person who
works (i.e., produces), the artist — be he disabledot —
expects to be rewarded for his job: “People who kwor
2 SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS 1980, |, Q. 5, art. 4, ad prim. have a job, usually one which they are paid to ds”.
% See SAINT AUGUSTINE 1968, X, 35; and also ARNHER74, p.
166 et passim; and ESPINOLA VEIGA 1983, p. XIV.
™Das Auge ist das Organ der Weltanschadu@fd EXANDER VON  3*Die Natur aber ist das Reich der FreiHefALEXANDER VON
HUMBOLDT 1978, p. 52). HUMBOLDT 1978, p. 1).
B ARISTOTLE ndPe anima, Ill, 429b. %4 See, for instanceGontrole cerebral e emocionaBdo Paulo: Loyola,

% See CHANGEAUX & DEBRU 2010, p. 158-159; and 1970, p. 125 et passim.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blind_Tom_Wiggins, esulted November **http://www.disabled-world.com/disability/statistics

11, 2015). % See Anatole BaillyDictionnaire grec-frangaisParis, Hachette, 1990,
® DIETMAR 1989, p. 5. pp. 798-799.

%1 See ARISTOTLE ndRolitcs), 1253a; 1278b. 3" Andrew DelahuntyThe Collins Cobuild English Dictionaryondon,
%2 See, for instance, PORTMANN 1953, p. 65-103; atARGEAUX  The University of Birmingham/Collins-Cobuild/Hargollins, 1995, p.
& DEBRU 2010, p. 81 et passim. 1.930.
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must be stressed that the social integration aridsion of  [26]
disabled people into the labour market is much nere [27]
matter of providing them opportunity than of thelility 28]
to deal with them. “Being disabled does not meateo
unable”, the saying goes; and what is more, revdmes [29]
not forcibly mean “money”, and that is also valat any [30]
and all person, no matter her leveladfility, so to say. In
every kind of work, material reward is always a
consequence of a spiritual acknowledgement: tHgll
recognition and the gratitude for something that haen

done for the benefit of some other creature(s) his t [32]
common home that we call world. [33]
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